Concert Alternative Assignment
3-8th grade
Due to the fact that is concert was the only way to meet two major standards (music performance in front of an audience and being an audience member at a music performance) and a major part of your child’s second quarter grade, this assignment is quite large. This will be due no later than December 20th.
Part 1
Students must attend an orchestra, concert band, or classical concert (if you have questions or this is impossible, please contact me). They must turn in a program from the concert they attended. 
Part 2
Students will need to select five songs from the concert and answer the following questions about those songs.
3rd -5th grades (answer 1, 2, and 3 OR 4 – NUMBER and answer each one separately)
1. What did you like or not like about this song? Explain your answer using something about the music. 
a. Example: I liked this song because it was allegro (fast) and the woodwinds played a lot of short notes.
2. How would you describe the mood of this song? (please use words other than happy or sad) Explain your answer using something about the music.
a. Example: I think this piece of music was joyful because of the way the clarinets notes seemed to jump around.
3. If you were the composer, what would you have changed about this piece of music?
a. Example: I would have made the ending shorter. I thought we were done four or five times before the piece of music actually ended.
4. What do you think the composer was thinking about to inspire this piece of music? Use the title and mood of the music for clues.
a. Example: I think the composer wrote this piece of music to sound like kids playing a game of tag because of the allegro tempo and how the instruments used accents before they stop playing.

[bookmark: _GoBack]6th- 8th grade (answer all four questions in paragraph form)
1. What did you like or not like about this song? Explain your answer using music elements.
2. How would you describe the mood of this song? Use a music element to explain your answer.
3. What made this piece of music stand out to you? Use a music element to explain.
4. Do you think this is an important piece of music? Why or why not? Explain using music elements.
a. Example:  (1)I liked This Land is your Land by Woodie Guthrie because the instruments were forte and played a mix of staccato and legato notes that matched the lyrics of the song. (2)I think this song creates a sense of peace through its descriptive lyrics which focus on the different things you see as you travel our country. (3)This piece of music stands out because of the forte volume level and the way the composer kept it interesting by adding new layers to the song every time it repeated. (4)I think this is an important piece of music because it teaches us to respect our land and country through the words and the music helps create a sense of importance with its use of forte and broad sounds from the background instruments and voices.

Websites to check for frequent free concerts (please note they must be classical or jazz concerts – if in doubt, please email me)
http://music.asu.edu/events/ - most of these events are open to the public and free to attend – doctoral recitals and small ensembles are great options!
http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/concerts - not as many options here that fit the criteria but you can sort by price, pulling all the free concerts to the top.
In addition, many of the colleges in town have free events available.







